
 
James Morrison
Goodenough Bay 1959    

 
James Morrison grew up in the hot tropical climate of Papua New 
Guinea which is very close to the north of Australia. Can you name 
another country that is also close to Australia but has a much cooler 
climate? 

There are lots of images in this painting. Some things are easy 
to recognise, and some are more difficult. Can you find the 
hamburger? What else can you find? 

A lot of the images in the painting are based on stories that are 
true or imagined. Did you find the spaceship? A man told a story of 
seeing this spaceship and aliens waving at the people on the ground 
below. 

Do you think this is true or imagined? 
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Linda Jackson

This wall has four ponchos designed by Linda Jackson. A poncho 
is a piece of clothing that was originally worn in South America. It 
is usually a piece of rectangular cloth with a hole to put your head 
through, it gave protection from the weather and also allowed 
freedom of movement.

Linda Jackson spent a lot of time in North Queensland and was 
inspired by the tropical plants and flowers. She has arranged the 
different shapes of leaves and flowers over the top of each other to 
create her designs.

Which one of these four ponchos would stand out the most if you 
wore it in a flowering tropical garden? What makes it different to the 
others?
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Heather Koowootha

Heather grew up in remote indigenous communities of North 
Queensland where there were no shops. Her elders taught her how 
to gather all the plants that she needed for food and medicine. She 
quickly learnt what plants were good to eat such as bush honey and 
sweet fruits and what plants to avoid. Her paintings are all created 
from her memory of gathering these plants. 

What is the sweetest fruit you have ever tasted? 
Do you grow things that you can eat in your garden at home? 
Do you think it would be hard to draw all of your favourite foods 
from memory?
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Roland Nancarrow 
No Borders for Migratory Birds  

In Australia at the moment we cannot travel to many other places 
because borders are closed. This makes it very difficult for people to 
get back to their homes if they are away.  

All of the birds that the artist has created are migratory. This means 
that they regularly travel throughout the year to places that are 
warmer and have more food where they can build their nests and 
raise their young. 

What do think Roland might mean by the title of this artwork? 

There are two different herons to be found amongst these 
sculptures. One is called a Snowy Heron and the other is called a 
Pied Heron. Can you find them both? A clue is they are both facing 
the same way!

For Kids 



Segar Passi 
 
 
 
 
 

Segar Passi is from the Komet clan from Mer (Murray) Island in the 
Torres Strait.  It is a small island very close to the northern close 
point in the Great Barrier Reef. 

Segar is an elder in his community and his paintings are about his 
culture, their way of life, and the different types of plants, birds and 
creatures that live on the land and in the ocean. He also creates 
paintings that share his knowledge of the different clouds and 
weather patterns.

Look at the different shapes and colours of all of the clouds in his 
paintings.  Have you ever seen clouds like that?  Have you sat and 
watched a bright red sky when the sun is going down over the 
ocean?
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Melanie Hava and Linda Jackson

Both of these works are about the Great Barrier Reef and the 
vibrant, dynamic life that can be found there under the sea. 

The pattern on Linda’s fabric is repeated to create a continuous 
design on the length of cotton. Can you see the exact same fish and 
other shapes and lines more than once? 

The painting that Melanie has created has lots of different patterns 
and more than one of each kind of fish and coral. Can you count 
how many different types of fish are in Melanie’s bubble? 

Did you know that unlike fish, seahorses do not use their tail for 
swimming? They use their curly tails to hold onto things like corals 
or seagrass. Can you find the five seahorses in this painting?
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