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William T COOPER

Victoria’s Riflebirds at Topaz (on Topaz Tamarind Synima macrophylla)  
synthetic polymer paint on canvas on board

75 x 50 cm
Private collection, Hobart
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WHAT’S ON

04 SEP – 
09 OCT 2021

BARLAWINK,  
MY MOTHERS COUNTRY
MALJAH CATHY SNOW

Cathy Snow was born into the Gkuathaarn clan in Normanton, 
in the Gulf of Carpentaria. She spent her childhood on 
Magowra Station, on her mother’s Country. Her bush name, 
Maljah, means lightning and comes from her Grandmother’s 
Dreaming. Later in life she learned that her Grandfather’s name 
meant floodwaters. This knowledge inspired her to create 
artworks about water and water themes, including salt and 
freshwater mussels, water birds and plants, and the complex 
patterning of tidal water marks.

For Cathy, the ability to share her stories and Culture through 
her art, particularly with her children and grandchildren, is 
profoundly important and rewarding. 

“My art allows me to express my Culture, my love of and 
connection with the land.  The use of my trademark colours,  
red and black, express my appreciation for the land, the sea,  
and my youth.” 

Maljah Cathy SNOW
Billiabong Scene ll 2021
acrylic paint on paper
89 x 148 cm
Courtesy of the artist



28 AUG 2021 – 
13 FEB 2022

BOTANICAL ART OF THE 
TROPICAL RAINFOREST
WILLIAM T COOPER

William T Cooper AO (1934 – 2015) is nationally and 
internationally recognised as one of Australia’s most 
proficient and talented botanical and bird artists. His 
illustrations have been widely published and his works 
are held in collections in Australia and across the world, 
including an extensive holding in the National Library of 
Australia and the State Library of New South Wales. In 
1992 the Academy of Natural Sciences Philadelphia USA 
presented Cooper with their gold medal for distinction in 
natural history art, and in 1994 he was awarded the Order 
of Australia for his contribution to art and natural history. 
In 2014 he was awarded an honorary doctorate from the 
Australian National University, Canberra.

The Cairns Art Gallery is delighted to present this 
extraordinary collection of paintings and sketches by 
William T Cooper in partnership  with the National Library 
of Australia and State Library of NSW. 

04 SEP – 
30 OCT 2021

TERMINUS
JESS JOHNSON AND SIMON WARD
A NATIONAL GALLERY OF AUSTRALIA TOURING EXHIBITION

Commissioned by the National Gallery of Australia, TERMINUS is 
a ground-breaking virtual reality exhibition by New Zealand based 
artists Jess Johnson and Simon Ward.

TERMINUS takes the form of a mysterious universe of alien 
architecture populated by humanoid clones and cryptic symbols 
to be explored via a network of travellators and gateways.  
This is a mesmerising experience based on drawings by 
Johnson, transformed from analogue into digital by Ward, and 
set to a musical score by composer Andrew Clarke. 

When TERMINUS was first presented in Canberra in 2018 it was 
described as ‘an experience that left visitors with their mouths 
hanging open’. This is the first time that a virtual reality exhibition 
has been presented in far north Queensland and the Gallery is 
thrilled to be part of its national tour.

Jess JOHNSON and Simon WARD
Terminus (still)  2017–2018 
National Gallery of Australia, Canberra commissioned with the 
assistance of The Balnaves Foundation 2017, purchased 2018  
© Jess Johnson and Simon Ward, courtesy of Darren Knight 
Gallery, Sydney; Ivan Anthony Gallery, Auckland and Jack Hanley 
Gallery, New York

William T COOPER
Victoria’s Riflebirds (Ptilorus victoriae)  2013
acrylic on board
70 x 85 cm
Private collection, Queensland

28 AUG – 
09 OCT 2021

COLLECTION IN FOCUS
HEATHER WUNJARRA KOOWOOTHA

Heather Koowootha draws inspiration from traditional ecological 
knowledge of plants passed down to her from her mother  
(of the Yidinji peoples, Yarrabah) and father (of the Wik 
Mungkan peoples, Aurukun). Koowootha explores the ritual 
significance of local native flora based on their medicinal and 
magical properties.

Her botanical illustrations held in the Cairns Art Gallery 
Collection reflect distinct knowledge systems and cultural 
practices established by both Koowootha’s parents and their 
Ancestors. Koowootha visually documents and describes 
various plants and their uses, incorporating hand-written 
text into her bold and colourful work. Her illustrations carry 
important knowledge associated with the medicinal and ritual 
uses of plants in birth, women’s business, marriage, death and 
other important ceremonies of the Yidinji and Wik Mungkan 
peoples.

Heather Wunjarra KOOWOOTHA 
Creeping Loyour Caine, Mediecine (detail)  2019–2020 
watercolour and pen on paper 
76 x 56 cm 
Purchased Cairns Art Gallery and Cairns Art Gallery 
Foundation, 2021 Commissioned by Cairns Art Gallery


