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10 DEC 2021– 
06 MAR 2022

Peter Thompson  
Ceramics and the Source of Self 

Over a period spanning almost five decades, artist Peter 
Thompson has created a remarkable body of work that sits 
at the cutting edge of contemporary Australian ceramics. He 
has been described as a ‘bare foot philosopher, a passionate 
scholar, and a witty social commentator, not shy to confront, 
amuse or make one pause in contemplation’.

Born in 1945, Thompson grew up in Sydney before moving 
to the rainforests of far north Queensland in 1976.  
His intimate connection with the elements and his love 
for nature are evident in all aspects of his life and works. 
In 1995 he studied at Nanjing University where he had 
access to some of the finest forms of high fired porcelain 
that was invented over three thousand years ago. All 
these experiences combined his innate quest for exploring 
abstracted form and line with themes based on both 
Occidental and Oriental historical roots. 

Peter Thompson ‘Five Treasures’ Studio, Kuranda
Photo: Kylie Burke, Cairns Art Gallery Curator
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William T Cooper 
Botanical Art of the Tropical Rainforest
 
William T Cooper AO (1934 – 2015) is nationally and 
internationally recognised as one of Australia’s most proficient 
and talented botanical and bird artists. His illustrations have been 
widely published and his works are held in collections in Australia 
and across the world, including an extensive holding in the 
National Library of Australia and the State Library of New South 
Wales. In 1992 the Academy of Natural Sciences Philadelphia 
USA presented Cooper with their gold medal for distinction in 
natural history art, and in 1994 he was awarded the Order of 
Australia for his contribution to art and natural history. In 2014 he 
was awarded an honorary doctorate from the Australian National 
University, Canberra.
 
The Cairns Art Gallery is delighted to present this extraordinary 
collection of paintings and sketches by William T Cooper in 
partnership with the National Library of Australia and State 
Library of NSW. 

02 DEC 2021– 
23 JAN 2022

Deadly Threads
What we wear is not just clothing - it can also be a statement. 
Deadly Threads is an exhibition from State Library of 
Queensland that explores this concept and brings together 
more than 190 Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander designed 
singlets, T-shirts, polo shirts, and jerseys. 

From edgy, colourful sporting jerseys, to protest and artists 
T-shirts, Deadly Threads explores how the shirt has helped 
express views, declare identity, support community, show 
allegiances, and champion political, social and other causes. 

Highlights of the exhibition include rare shirts from the Mabo 
Family Collection that celebrate Mabo Day and the famous 
1992 Mabo decision when the High Court of Australia 
overturned the doctrine of Terra Nullius that had supported 
colonisation of Australia. Today the portrait of Eddie Koiki 
Mabo on shirts continues to operate as a powerful social and 
political symbol.

William T Cooper
Regent Bowerbird (Sericulus chrysocephalus)  2013
acrylic on board
70 x 85 cm
Private collection, Queensland

Conrad (CJ) Ahwang,  Muluyligal –  
Zenadth Kes man, residing on Gimuy  
Walabura Yidinji country at Gimuy (Cairns)
Photo by Brian Cassey

04 DEC 2021– 
23 JAN 2022

Living Treasures: Masters of 
Australian Craft \ Prue Venables
 
Living Treasures: Masters of Australian Craft \ Prue 
Venables presents an outstanding body of work by one of 
Australia’s greatest artists working in clay. Together, the 
works in this exhibition explore the significance of everyday 
objects through multiple sequences of forms in porcelain, 
incorporating additional elements in metal and wood. 

Motivated by a particular interest in functional objects 
and a search for simplicity, quietness and an essential 
stillness, Prue makes objects that are pared back, 
serene and deceptively simple. She explains, ‘I enjoy the 
contradictory nature of the pieces, where the sprung tension 
of the throwing remains clear, but the origins of forms are 
uncertain.  Risks are high but failure only motivates me to try 
again’.  

Prue Venables, Black Tea Caddy, Black Oval Forms, Yellow Sieve and White Bowl, 2017 
Image: Terence Bogue
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